
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“Where is He?” 
Matthew 2:1-15 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Christmas, as shadow, is laced with significance and meaning.  It is possible to lose oneself in 
the shadow, but for those who look past the shadow and see God there is power in this 
moment.  One of the memories from my childhood was the impossibility of sleep the night 
before Christmas day.  I remember looking under the tree to see which ones had my name on 
them, knowing more were to come.  If my parents where not looking, I would pick up the box 
and attempt to discover its contents through x-ray vision, shaking, and carefully lifted flaps.  I 
would go to bed longing for the morning when I would receive presents.  That sense of 
longing and anticipation is what can now mark our lives.   
 
Many of us have seen the photos and footage of our military returning home and being 
greeted at the airport by family and friends.  Their joy is contagious and understandable.  That 
reunion is magical.  As many of you know my daughter Joanna recently married Simeon 
Gilbert of New Zealand who is originally from England.  They both have a propensity for 
travel.  They just returned from a six month stint traveling through England and continental 
Europe.  I am of the opinion when people travel abroad they should have someone greeting 
them at the airport when they return.  When Joanna and Simeon returned to the States, my 
wife and I went to O’Hare in Chicago and waited for their arrival.  There was love and longing 
in our hearts.  That sense of anticipation and joy at their return is a shadow of greater things to 
come. 
 
What I now find fascinating is how all this in shadow form is always short lived.  The shadow 
can never do for us what only God can.  There will always be an emptiness after all shadow.  
Yet God would have us mark the shadow as a reminder of the richness of the substance.  There 
is a great return coming, and in that day no tears or sorrows of separation will ever mark us 
again.  For that day, for Him we long. 
 
If we understand the Story correctly, there is a promise and then prolonged longing and 
anticipation for the fulfillment.  This longing is embodied by many within the Scriptural 
record.  There are three short points I wish us to think on this morning. 
 

I. The Seed Promise is trackable (Dan. 9:24-27). 
 

Daniel speaks of a gap between his 69th week and that of the 70th.  The 69th week would end 
with the “Messiah cut off.”  The question often asked was when the “issuing of the decree to 
restore and rebuilt Jerusalem” started.  Working backward is a whole lot easier than 
establishing the starting point up front.  Although those who received Daniel’s prophecy 
would not be able to track the promise with pinpoint accuracy, they could track it.  Those who 
paid attention would know the time and season, but not the exact year thus month, week, and 
day. 
 
There was a window for fulfillment and they were looking for the fulfillment with deep 
expectancy.  The same is to be true for us. 
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II. The Seed Promise is knowable (prophecies describing the Christ would identify 

who this was to be). 
 
Notice how Matthew 2:4, 5 read.  There was enough information for the Seed Promise to be 
trackable and knowable. 
 

In today’s world people are probably more familiar with the area of statistics and 
probability than any other time in history.  The reason for that familiarity is that we are 
surrounded by politics and gambling.  These topics pervade our society and for better or 
worse, they have exposed us to the reality of the application of statistics in everyday life. 
 
Every other year, and especially every four years, we are inundated with polling data 
suggesting that particular candidates hold a certain percentage of voters and how those 
numbers are prone to movement depending on the position the candidate takes politically.  
Before every election pollsters and statisticians tell us how likely it is that one candidate 
will prevail over another, plus or minus the margin of error.  In fact this activity became a 
problem when these same pollsters were telling the American public who was going to win 
a certain presidential election before the polls actually closed.  Congress rectified this 
problem but it illustrated how statistics could be used to manipulate election results. 
 
I don’t know if you have noticed but in this country, the gambling industry is exploding.  
Everywhere people can now play some state or multi-state lottery; they can play a 
magazine sweepstakes; or they can drive down the road to their local casino.  Once again, 
statistics and probability come into play in these activities and if people really understood 
and applied these concepts, the gambling industry would die.  A multi-state lottery claims 
that the odds of winning the grand price are 1 in 80 million while a magazine sweepstakes 
claims that the odds of winning are 1 in 120 million.  In organized casino gambling, the 
house always has the odds and in some games, the odds of winning are so remote as to be 
preposterous.  That is how they stay in business.  They are not there to give away money; 
they are there to keep your money.  However, once again, people are exposed to statistics if 
they pay attention.1  

 
The area of statistics and probability also come into play when it comes to the Bible.  Professor 
Peter W. Stoner who authored “Science Speaks” stated that the probability of just eight 
particular prophecies being fulfilled in one person is 1 in 1017, i.e. 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000).  
The eight prophecies used in the calculation were: 
 

1.  Messiah is to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; fulfilled in Matt. 2:1-7; John 7:42; Luke 
2:47). 

2.  Messiah is to be preceded by a Messenger (Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; fulfilled in Matthew 
3:1-3; 11:10; John 1:23; Luke 1:17). 

3.  Messiah is to enter Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9; fulfilled in Luke 35-37; 
Matthew 21:6-11). 
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4.  Messiah is to be betrayed by a friend (Psalms 41:9; 55:12-14; fulfilled in Matthew 10:4; 
26:49-50; John 13:21). 

5.  Messiah is to be sold for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12; fulfilled in Matthew 26:15; 
27:3). 

6.  The money for which Messiah is sold is to be thrown “to the potter” in God’s house 
(Zechariah 11:13; fulfilled in Matthew 27:5-7). 

7.  Messiah is to be silent before His accusers (Isaiah 53:7; fulfilled in Matthew 27:12). 
8.  Messiah is to be executed by crucifixion as a thief (Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10; Isaiah 

53:5,12; fulfilled in Luke 23:33; John 20:25; Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27,28).  
 
This statement was validated by the American Scientific Affiliation.  This number has been 
illustrated as follows: 
 

If we take 1 X 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas, they'll cover all of the 
state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass 
thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he 
wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What 
chance would he have of getting the right one?  
 

Professor Stoner went on to consider 48 prophecies and says, “… We find the chance that any 
one man fulfilled all 48 prophecies to be 1 in 10157. 
  

This is a really large number and it represents an extremely small chance. Let us try to 
visualize it. The silver dollar, which we have been using, is entirely too large. We must 
select a smaller object. The electron is about as small an object as we know of. It is so 
small that it will take 2.5 times 1015 of them laid side by side to make a line, single file, 
one inch long. If we were going to count the electrons in this line one inch long, and 
counted 250 each minute, and if we counted day and night, it would take us 19,000,000 
years to count just the one-inch line of electrons. If we had a cubic inch of these 
electrons and we tried to count them it would take us, counting steadily 250 each 
minute, 19,000,000 times 19,000,000 times 19,000,000 [nineteen million times nineteen 
million times nineteen million] or 6.9 times 1021 years. 

  
This is approximately the total number of electrons in all the mass of the known universe.  
In other words the probability of Jesus Christ fulfilling 48 prophecies is the same as one person 
being able to pick out one electron out of the entire mass of our universe. 
 
Such is the chance of any one man fulfilling any 48 prophecies. Yet Jesus Christ fulfilled not 
just 48 prophecies, not just 61 prophecies, but more than 324 individual prophecies that the 
Prophets wrote concerning the Messiah.     
 
Friend, I understand that even a blind squirrel will occasionally find a nut, but the probability 
of this blind squirrel happening on this nut is improbable and impossible.  You can dismiss all 
of this, but it will be to your ultimate demise. 
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III. The Seed Promise is believable (Misc.) 
 
The potential for us to be lost in the Story is highly probable.  If we are not intentional we will 
be swallowed up by the shadow.  It is possible to live in the shadow, see past the image and 
still look fully into His face.  Our text is pocked by such people.  Let us consider a handful of 
such people. 
 

a. The Magi longed for the Seed Promise (Matt. 2:1, 2) 
b. Zechariah longed for the Seed Promise (Luke 1:5-25, 57-79) 
c. John the Baptist longed for the Seed Promise 
 

i. He spoke of One who is coming (Mark 1:7) 
ii. He identified the lamb of God (John 1:29) 
iii. He asked the right question (Matt. 11:2-6) 

 
2 “Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to 
Him, ‘Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?’ 4 Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go 
and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 6 

And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me’” (Matt. 11:2-6). 

 
d. Simeon longed for the Seed Promise (Luke 2:25-35) 

 
25 “And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking 
for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he 
took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 ‘Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to 
depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31 Which You have prepared 
in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people 
Israel.’ 33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and for a sign to be opposed-- 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul--to the end that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed’” (Luke 2:25-35).  

 
e. Anna longed for the Seed Promise (Luke 2:36-38) 

 
36 “And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years 
and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers. 38 At that very moment she came up 
and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38). 

 
f. There are others who are looking for the redemption of Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). 

 
“At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). 
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Are you one who longs or have you become blinded by the shadow?  Jesus Christ is the 
fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture.  If such speech is foreign to you, 
then I invite you to come to the Christ for the saving of your immortal soul. 
 
With His coming there is hope, healing, and wholeness.  Listen to how His coming is described 
in Isaiah and read by our Lord in the synagogue in Nazareth of Galilee. 
 
14 “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the 
surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And He came to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 
stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found 
the place where it was written, 18 ‘THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM 
THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.’ 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22 And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words 
which were falling from His lips; and they were saying, ‘Is this not Joseph's son?’” (Luke 4:14-22). 

 
Do you believe? 
 
Today we ask the same question and our eternal destiny rests on how we answer this 
question. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Do you believe?   
1. If so, rejoice and celebrate. 
2. If not, then believe. 
 
                                                 
1
 http://www.raptureready.com/featured/funk/statistics-probability.html 


